CATHERINE PREECE
Career History and Research Achievements
2014-2016
Marie Curie Research Fellow – ‘Drought impacts on plant-soil interactions and ecosystem stability’
Global Ecology Unit, CREAF, Spain.
Working with: Prof. Josep Peñuelas
EU FP7 funded project aimed at increasing understanding of the mechanisms of plant-soil interactions, the
role of root exudates, and the importance of soil communities for ecosystem stability.
2011-2014
Post-doctoral research associate – ‘Origins of agriculture – an ecological perspective on crop
domestication’
University of Sheffield, UK
Supervisors: Dr Colin Osborne and Prof Mark Rees
NERC (Natural Environment Research Council, UK) funded project aimed at developing a new ecological model
for crop domestication, integrating the roles of environmental change, plant traits and human agency, under the
constraints of the archaeological record.
2007-2011 PhD – ‘The impacts of icing events on sub-arctic heathland vegetation’
University of Sheffield, UK
Supervisors: Dr Gareth Phoenix and Prof Terry Callaghan
NERC funded project investigating how ice encasement affects the ecology and physiology of dwarf shrubs in
sub-arctic heathland: field work conducted at Abisko Scientific Research Station (Sweden).
2005-2006 Undergraduate placement – ‘Investigating the mechanisms of secondary succession in
terrestrial plants’
Imperial College London, UK
Supervisor: Dr Peter Manning
Twelve month project exploring the roles of nutrients and competition in controlling succession (during third year
of four-year BSc course).
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